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 From James, a servant of God and of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

Greetings to the twelve tribes scattered all over the 

world.[a] 

2 My friends, be glad, even if you have a lot of 

trouble. 3 You know that you learn to endure by having 

your faith tested. 4 But you must learn to endure 

everything, so that you will be completely mature and 

not lacking in anything. 

5 If any of you need wisdom, you should ask God, and it 

will be given to you. God is generous and won’t correct 

you for asking. 6 But when you ask for something, you 

must have faith and not doubt. Anyone who doubts is 

like an ocean wave tossed around in a storm. 7-8 If you 

are that kind of person, you can’t make up your mind, 

and you surely can’t be trusted. So don’t expect the Lord 

to give you anything at all. 
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9 Any of God’s people who are poor should be glad that 

he thinks so highly of them. 10 But any who are rich 

should be glad when God makes them humble. Rich 

people will disappear like wild flowers 11 scorched by the 

burning heat of the sun. The flowers lose their blossoms, 

and their beauty is destroyed. That is how the rich will 

disappear, as they go about their business. 

12 God will bless you, if you don’t give up when your 

faith is being tested. He will reward you with a glorious 

life,[b] just as he rewards everyone who loves him. 

13 Don’t blame God when you are tempted! God cannot 

be tempted by evil, and he doesn’t use evil to tempt 

others. 14 We are tempted by our own desires that drag 

us off and trap us. 15 Our desires make us sin, and when 

sin is finished with us, it leaves us dead. 

16 Don’t be fooled, my dear friends. 17 Every good and 

perfect gift comes down from the Father who created all 

the lights in the heavens. He is always the same and 

never makes dark shadows by changing. 18 He wanted 

us to be his own special people,[c] and so he sent the 

true message to give us new birth. 
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 19 My dear friends, you should be quick to listen and 

slow to speak or to get angry. 20 If you are angry, you 

cannot do any of the good things that God wants 

done. 21 You must stop doing anything immoral or evil. 

Instead be humble and accept the message that is 

planted in you to save you. 

22 Obey God’s message! Don’t fool yourselves by just 

listening to it. 23 If you hear the message and don’t 

obey it, you are like people who stare at themselves in a 

mirror 24 and forget what they look like as soon as they 

leave. 25 But you must never stop looking at the perfect 

law that sets you free. God will bless you in everything 

you do, if you listen and obey, and don’t just hear and 

forget. 

26 If you think you are being religious, but can’t control 

your tongue, you are fooling yourself, and everything 

you do is useless. 27 Religion that pleases God the 

Father must be pure and spotless. You must help needy 

orphans and widows and not let this world make you 

evil. 
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My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord 

Jesus Christ must not show favoritism. 2 Suppose a 

man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and 

fine clothes, and a poor man in filthy old clothes also 

comes in. 3 If you show special attention to the man 

wearing fine clothes and say, “Here’s a good seat for 

you,” but say to the poor man, “You stand there” or 

“Sit on the floor by my feet,” 4 have you not 

discriminated among yourselves and become 

judges with evil thoughts? 

5 Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God 

chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to 

be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised 

those who love him? 6 But you have dishonored the 

poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting you? Are 

they not the ones who are dragging you into 
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8 If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, 

“Love your neighbor as yourself,”[a] you are doing 

right. 9 But if you show favoritism, you sin and are 

convicted by the law as lawbreakers. 10 For whoever 

keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one 

point is guilty of breaking all of it. 11 For he who said, 

“You shall not commit adultery,”[b] also said, “You 

shall not murder.”[c] If you do not commit adultery 

but do commit murder, you have become a 

lawbreaker. 

12 Speak and act as those who are going to be 

judged by the law that gives freedom, 13 because 

judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who 

has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment. 
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14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have 

faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save them? 15 Suppose a brother 

or a sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 If one of you says to 

them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about 

their physical needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, 

if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 

18 But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” 

Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by my 

deeds. 19 You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons 

believe that—and shudder. 

20 You foolish person, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is 

useless[d]? 21 Was not our father Abraham considered righteous for 

what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that 

his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made 

complete by what he did. 23 And the scripture was fulfilled that says, 

“Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as 

righteousness,”[e] and he was called God’s friend. 24 You see that a 

person is considered righteous by what they do and not by faith alone. 

25 In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered 

righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent 

them off in a different direction? 26 As the body without the spirit is 

dead, so faith without deeds is dead. 
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